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Order d, 

HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be Given 

Dr. Altham, for the Sermon by Him 
Preached before this Houſe Ycitcrday. at St. Mar- 
garet's Weſflminſter ; And that He be Defir'd to 
Print the Same ; And that Sir Gilbert. Dolben, Mr. 
e and Mr. Anneſley do Acquaine him. there- 
Wit * 


PAUL JoDRELL, 
Cl. Dom. Com. 
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PRE A CHD before the Honourable * 


| Houſe of Commons 


Fa hs Church of St. Margaret Weſtminſter, 
O N 


WE DN ES DAT, Jau. 16. 17%. 
Being the 


F AS T4 DAY 


FOR A 


| General P E ACE. 


By ROGER ALTHAM, D. D. A 
Recor of St. Buttolph's without Biſhop-Gate. 
5 LONDON, 


Printed for Geo. Strahan at the Golden-Ball over againſt| 
the Royal- — Cornhill, 1712. 
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IJ Pet. ill. ver. 10, 11. 
For he that will love Life and ſee good 
Days, let him refrain hs Tongue from 


Evil, aud his Lips that they ſpeak no 
Guile. 1 


Let him eſchew Evil and do Good, let him 
ſeel Peace and enſue it. | 


of the Will to perform all thoſe Duties and 

Obſervances which Religion binds us too; 
amongft all its noble Train of Attendance there is 
not any one Dury more effectually Subſervient 
to it, than is That which we are this Day com- 
manded to perform. 

For the Duty of Humiliation, whether we 
conſider it as it reſpects God, or as it has a Rela- 
tion to our own ſelves, is in the Effects of it fo full 
of Divine Comfort, that however the Acts of 
it may ſeem Afflictive or Troubleſome, yet may 
we reaſonably: expect the Iſſue of it to be Joy 
and Peate in the Lord. |; . 

For in reſpect of God Almighty there is not 
any one ſingle Duty of Religion that can * 

uc 


T Devotion be a fix d and conſtant Intention 


r ] V e ors tees ——— . I rr tr en 
F ” 


Dr. Althanis SERMON before 


Er 


— ͤ — am 
„ 


— 


ſuch extraordinary Inſtances of its prevailing Po- 
wer with God as this can. We may remember a 
Wicked Ninive, and an Ahab more Wicked than 
the whole City, though they had Sinn d in all 
appearance beyond Mercy, could yet by - this 
one Duty of Humiliation, be able to wreſt Divine 
Vengeance out of God's Hands, when He ſeem d 
Irre vocably to have pronounced it againſt them. 
In Relation to our ſclves, when we conſider 
that the great End of Chriſtianity is to Elevate 
and Improve our Natute (as far as Fleſh and Blood 
is capable) to that Perfection, we hope more per- 
fectly to enjoy in another State, where even our 
Bodies ſhall ariſe Spiritual Bodies, there 1s, no 
Duty can better recommend it ſelf to us than 
this of Humihation, which is repreſented to us as 
that which. Subdues, Kills, and Crucifics thoſe re- 
bellious, ſlaviſh Luſts and Corruptions, which are 
the only Hindrances to us in our Endeavours after 
that Pertcction, 3c 
Since therefore theſe Inſtances ſcem purpoſely 
recorded by God Almighty for our Encourage- 
ment to this Duty, and theſe Advantages may 
be ſenſibly Experimented by every Devout Chri- 
ſtian in the Exerciſe of it, I ſhall endeavour upon 
this Occaſion to ſhew you. . 9 2 
Firſt, The Neceſſity and Advantage of the Du- 
ty. And then, 
Secondly, The particular Ends and Reaſons for 
our Excrciſc of it at this timc. 


The 
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The Foundation of the Duty of Humiliation 


is built upon the Suppoſition of God: Almighty's 
Over-ruling and All-dirc&ing Providence; we 
therefore humble our ſelves, that our Sins and Of- 
fences againſt God may not become an Obſtacle 
to thoſe Influential Bleſſings we expect from it. 
The Subject Matter of this Humiliation is fully 
expreſſed in the Words of the Text, for all our 
Offences are diſcover'd either in Word or Deed. 

Thercfore he who knows how eto refrain his 


Tongue from Evil, and his Lips that they ſpeak no 


Guile. He who can eſchew evil things, and do good 
ones. He is th: Man who tiuly loves Life, nay 
fee Good Days, may ſeek for Peace and enſue it. 
Ihe Words are quoted by St. Peter from the 
34th Ifalm, and as the Expoſitors obſerve, the 
Tſalmiſt there. according to the Carnal Difpenſa- 
tion of the Jews, extends them no further than as 
Rules conducive to the Bleſſings and Happineſs of 
this Life, but the Apoſtle enlarges their Compre- 
henſion and makes them the Foundation of Hap- 


pineſs both here and hereafter. According to this 


Senſe of them, and as they arc thus the Matter of 
our Humihacion, I ſhall treat of that Duty. 
Firſt, As to the Neceſſity and Advantage of it 


in gencral. . 
Seconaly, As to the particular Ends and Reaſons 


for our Exerciſe of it at rhis time. Firft then we 


muſt conſider. 
1 he 
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The Neceſſity and Advantage of the Duty of 
Humilation in general. 5 5 
The Jews had their Solemn Appointed Times 
for afflicting their Souls, and humbling them-. 
ſclves beforc God; and their Faſts we find were 
grown into ſuch a Superſtition, as ſtood in need 
nf the Reformation of our Saviour; for when 
the Phariſces objected to His Diſciples the Neg- 
lect of this Duty, His Anſwer was, This is not 
the Time of Faſtirig, But the Days ſhall come when 
the Bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, and in thoſe 
Days they ſhall faſt. TIN 
Though thercfore our Saviour does not give-us 
any poſitive Precept abſolutely determining the 
time, when, yet does He give us ſuch Dire- 
cc. ons for the Exerciſe of this Duty, as do plainly - 
inferr a Neceſſity of doing it at ſome time or 
other. Thus Matt. vi. v. 16, 17, 18. When ye 
faſt be not as the Hypocrites of a ſad Countenance, for 
they disfigure their Faces that they may appear unto 
Men to faſt. Verily I ſay unto you they have their Re- 
ward, But thou when thou faſteſt anoint thine Head 
and waſh thy Face, that thou appear not unto Men to 
faſt but unto thy Father Which is in ſecret, and thy 
Father Which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward thee openly. 
Now this plainly ſuppoſes a Neceſſity of doing 
jt at ſome time or other, and that Neceſſity ariſes 
from the very Nature of the Duty it ſelf, and 
when rightly comply d with does bring its Advan- 
tages along with it. So in the ſame Chapter our 
7-5 Saviour's 
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the Hon. Houſe of Commons. 


Saviour's Precept for the Duties of Prayer and 
Almſgiving, contains only ſuitable Directions for 
the Exerciſe of them, upon the Suppoſition of an 
antecedent Neceſſity ariſing from the very Na- 
ture of the Duties themſelves, which for inſtance 
may be thus diſcover C06. 

From a due Senſe of Humane Indigence, join d 
with the Conſideration of God's Bounty and All- 
ſufficiency, do neceſſarily reſuit the Duties of 
Prayer and Almſgiving: For what Reaſonable 
Creature is there who can compare his own Indi- 
gence withthe All- ſufficiency of an Almighty Be- 
ing, but muſt neceſſarily become a Supplicant to 
it! What compaſſionate Creature 1s there who 
can conſider his own Indigence relicv d by an Al- 
mighty Bounty, and not think himſelf at the 
fame time neceſſarily oblig d, according to his 
er, to derive the ſame Bounty upon the 
Indigence of another. 155 
_ Thus alſo is it, that from a due Senſe of our 
own, Sins and Imperfections, join d with the Con- 
ſideration of Gods Juſtice and Mercy, does ne- 
ceſſarily ariſe the Duty of Humiliation: For 
where there can be no Juſtification admitted, as 
in this Caſc of Sin and Imperfection on our Side, 
and Almighty Juſtice on His, there is nothing can 
interpoſe to ſave the Sinner, but only Submiſſion 
on the one hand, and Mercy on the other 

Nay ſo abſolutely neceſſary is the Duty of Hu- 
miliation, upon this One joint ann, ne 
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God s Juſtice and our Sm; chat it is the Gtound. 
work ot that Reconciliation: Which Gur Saviour 
wrought for us. Ihe very Foundation of His 


 Mediarorial Kingdom. For He was forc'd to 


make ſubmiſſion for us before He could be ad- 
mitted our Mediator; He humbled Himſelf with 


Faſting,  Weepmg, and Praying ! He "Httnbled 
Himſelf with all the Auſterities of à ſevefe Life; 


Hc humbled Himſelf for us Miſerable Sinners un. 


to Death, nay even unto the Death of the Cross. 


If then the Doctrine of Humitiation in irs 
general Principle as it imports A Submiſſioni to 
God's juſtice, and by that means an Applieatiomto 
His Mercy, was thus neceflaty to the great Work 
of. an Univerſal Reconciliation between Sjriful 


Mankind, and an Offended Juſt Cœd; How 


much more muſt it und all che Acts of it becbme 


all our Concern, in the Application of chat Um 
verſal Redemption to our ſelyes. 


\ This may be ſufficient to ſhew ns the high Ne- 


ceſſi ty of this Duty, and Withal chat the 25 Ad. 


vantage we arc to expect from ir, mut def 
upon the Submiſſive Part of it: Por: if Welſh 
as ſome do, advance voluntary Afflictions — 155 
æquate Penalties to dur Demerits and 

thmk to make our icli bur” own H¹¹e,s; $724 
Cafe we noronly -affrotw the Infinity f Gd ti. 
ſtice; bur do deſpiſe alſo! thoſe Mert c llt Sr. 
viour, whictr when the Simtful Creature Was un- 


capable of doing, came in to make 4 Satisfaction 


for us. 4 Ic 


"the Ha Houſe of Commons.” ö 11 
Ain not therefore the Afflictive, but the ſabe? 
miffive Parr of this Duty which gives us the Ad- 
vantage of it, and that we may the better know: 
what that Submiſſion is, we muſt Conſider; that 
the ſtate! of Man faln under Sin is generally re- 

preſented throughout the whole Scriptures under 
this Character 05 Rebellion, which in its Notion” 
implies not only a Defection from our Duty, but 
an Oppoſition too to that Power, to which we 
ought to have ſubmitted. | | 
By this means we become guilty not t only ofthe 
Omiſkon of our Duty, but of Grievous Commuſ- 
ſions alſo. I his Guile makes us become Obnoxi- 
ous to Juſtice, which when we find to be Om» 
mpotent, we are caſily made ſenſible, that we can 
no more withſtand:than we can avoid it. Under: 
this Condition anicaſy conſideration will repre- 
ſent to us, the Heinouſneſs of our paſt Sins, and 
= Grcatneſs of the Danger we are led into by 
them. 
If then there be any Ingenuity on the one fide; 
or any ſenſe of Danger on che other, either one, 
or both of cheſe Principles, mult lead us into ſuch 
an Afflictive Sorrow for our paſt Offences as wilF- 
caſt us low at the Feet of Mercy. They will make 
us with the Returning Prodigal ſay, Father Thave 
Sim d againſt! Heaven, and againſt Thee, and am 
no more worthy to be call d thy Son, but yet 
give me Leave to be thy Servant ſtill. tho one 
of _ meaneſt ot thy Hired Servants. And if this 
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Sorrow be [Real and Sincere, it will er 


lead us into ſuch an Hearty Reſolution, as wi 


make us Eſchew the Evils paſs d, and produce in 
us a Real Converſion unto God, and Goodneſs. It 


will convince us, that tis abſolutely neceſſary we 
ſhould ſubmit our ſelves to that Power which we 
find we cannot with Security, nay with Impuni- 


ty Affront. 


This therefore is that Submiſſion which the 
Duty of Humiliation ought to bring ùs to, and 
theſe the Means by which it muſt be compaſs'd. 
Were we indeed to deal with ſuſtice only, the 
Frankneſs of a Confeſſion would be ſo far from 
acquitting, that it would rather enhance our Guilt 
and haſten our Condemnation; bu with the Lord 


there is Mercy, therefore ſhall he be fear d. Juſtice 
may be a Dread and Terror to us, but Mercy 
turns it into an Awful and Reverential Fcar 


Wc know that God Almighty in his Nature is 


a Placable Being, and we cannot conſider him 
under that Relative Notion of a Creator, much 
leſs as a Redeemer, without conſidering at the 


ſame time that comfortable Tie between them, 
kis Divine Philanthropy, his Kindneſs to his Crea- 
ture. | 
Though therefore we have Sinn d, yet we may 
conſider we have an Advocate with the Father 


even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he is the Pro- 


pitiation for our Sins, the Univerſal Satisfaction 


of that Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the 


World 
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World, is our only ſafeguard againſt ' Almighty 
Juſtice, and the continual Interceſſion of that Ad- 
vocate recommend our ſubmiſſions, when fincere, 
to Gods Mercy; Thus is it that the ſubmiſſive part 


of the Duty of Humiliation, and that only, be- 


comes acceptable to God Almighty. And we have 


great Reaſon to think the Duty Advantageous to 


us, when we find this light Affliction, for a ſeaſon 
is thus able to procure for us an exceeding and 
Eternal Weight of Glory. But again, 11 10 
Secondly. The Duty of Hunuliacion is not on- 
ly Neceſſary for, and Advantageous to us, as it is 
a Submiſſion to Gods Juſtice, and by that means 
an Application to his Mercy. But is alſo fur- 
ther Neceſſary for us and Advantageous to us; 
as it is the beſt Guard we can have upon our 
ſelves againſt Future Sins; and conſequently a- 
gainſt Future Provocations 
For if we conſider, that the Breach of our firſt 
Covenant aroſe from the Neglect of that Guard, 
which ought to have ſecur d our Soul againſt 
the Motions of the Lower Faculties, which could 
then only Sollicite but do now ſeem to Com- 
mand, we cannot certainly but think it high; 
ly Neceſſary to redouble our Cares now, to ſet 
a ſtrict Watch upon our ſelves, to ſuſpect every 
Motion of the Fleſh, and to Reject even many 
Innocent Gratifications, rather than admit one 
which may again betray us into the Breach of 
our Covenant. e 
This 
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This is the Foundation of that Duty bl 
call Mortification, which is much miſtaken by 
thoſc who think it a Penance for paſt Sins, for 
that muſt be Inflicted by God alone, Who is Our 
only Judge, but vet I think we may well ac- 
count it, the beſt Recommendation we have 
through the Merits of Chriſt, xo Gods Merey 
for our Sins paſt, avd the beſt Guard we can 
have upon our ſclves againſt er Comiſſion 

of them fox the Future. 
For (cl& ,Denyal; 4 groar een of 3 it; is, 
the moſt. Reaſonable; and prudent Rule we can 
Walk by; the Boundaries of Good and Evil 
be very near, and. he who allows himſelf in alt 
the Liberty that he ahinks Innocent, walks upon 
a, dangerous Precipice, Where che leaſt hp may 
row, him into irrecoverable Run. He Who 
advanccs to the utmoſt Limits of what is Law⸗ 
ful, ought to Conſider that the next ſtep carries 
him beyond his Line, and if he duly weigh the 
Hazard of the. Combat, as St. Paul always de. 
ſcribes it between the Fleſh and the Se He 
will find the Enemy | fo: Powerful. fo Cumming, 
that a little Prudence will eaſily direct him to 
A- Tautious and wary: Reercat, as 1* only Guard 
and SEUYENY. (3) 20) 1150 £10012 122% 18 29111 
In this Toſturce of Defence While he oth 
not ſuffer the Ae der to approach too near 
him, he may caſily Countermine the ge 
cafe. che Subtle and Powerful Infinu tions 
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of the PLAN, with its Euſts ahd Affe ctions. He 
Will be free fron all that Hurry af diftarbanee 
ol Mind hic growing Faſſwnd ate Apr 
throw Mer into, andtbeing By this: ic x66 
der d Capable” of judging. tRings diſtinctly, 
may at that Diſtanec diſcover that IS a- 71 L 
which" Heater Approath might thy c*Phe® Up. 
Oh him under Other C Guns 9 1% ; BEE 
Thus ritceſfary is the Dirty f ahi 
in Relation to Dk ſelves, and the Advantage 9 0 
it here! muſt afiſe wholly rom the AA 
Part offt for if we will be Cite we malt Fu 
city che FRI with irs” Affectiotis ind Luſts as St. 
Pal tells tis in an Elegant aud Expfeffiwe Me- 
taphor, for the Puniſhment of Crucifixion Was by 
the Audient Romans appropriated co ATE 
and chief "chiefly when bey Jeg Kebollits 6 * 
Drtobedient, Aich is the very Cale df chat 
ſtru ggle between the Fleſn and the Spirit. 1 
wo hs ot James ch. 4. V1. From hence come 
Wars and kightings among you; Come they 
not hence cven Vor eh Laſts, that War t 
yolir Members. Now this War is an Open Re. 
bellion, for as the whole” SuBlahary Word, 2 
ſubmitted to the! Authõrity 6f the 254 National 
Creature Man. So e 1 wa — 5 the Governtnen nx 
bk hbimfelf cornitmitted eb ower of thi t Fa. 
why Whicf aldne is Cap FE f Ruſt an d. 
vernment, as being that Un 5 wick can dsc 
and Determine, between Convenient and Incon- 
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venient, between Good and Evil. The other Fa- 
culties of Man therefore muſt by the End and 
Deſign of their Creation be intended for the 

ſubordinate Service and Miniſtry of this. 
When we find therefore the Seat of Empire 
chang d, and Sin reigning in our Mortal Boah, 
when the Law of the Members has ſo ſucceſsfully 
manag d war againſt the Law of the Mind, as to 
bring it into captivity to the Law of Sin, we may 
then, if we can reflect, eaſily diſcover a great Diſ- 
order in our Nature. The Mind may ſtill pre- 
tend to the Freedom of its Will, but Captives 
muſt obey their Maſters, and this, as moſt Rebel- 
lions do when proſperous, proves. an inſupportable 
Tyranny, | 5 2045 
Under this Condition we have no other Me- 
thod left to retrieve our ſelves by, but only as tis 
ſory'd of ſome of old, to march againſt our Uſur- 
ping Slaves with Whips, and if no Aſſaults can 
force them, if no Terms of Capitulation will o- 
blige them to ſurrender, there is no other way 
ft but to ſtarve the Enemy. 1 
And this indeed is the only End and Deſign of 
thoſe ſcverer Acts of Mortification, to keep un- 
der that Body of Sin, which is thus apt to grow 
rebellious, and bring it into ſubjection: 12 1 
Jeſhurun wax fat he will kick, if be be cover d with 
Fatneſs he will forſake the God that made him, and 
lightly efleem the Rock, of his Salvation, and there- 
tore he muſt be burnt with Hunger, as we ag, it 
5 c 
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„The Duty of Faſting has been call d by ſome 
7 be Lifeaf Angels, and the Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, is, 
beeauſe it puts us upon. thoſe Sublime Contem- 
plations, which arc the continual Employment 
of thoſe Glorious Beings, and docs in ſome mea- 
ſure even ſpiritualize the Body; for it makes it be- 
come what it ought to he, a juſt Af ſtant to the 
Soul; And when both of chem move in that re- 
gular and uniform Order, which was deſign d 
them by their Creator, they raiſe ſuch a 3 
teous Fabrick as is indeed fit to be the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt: And when we are provided of 
ſuch a Gueſt, we may reaſonably think our ſelves 
ſecure againſt all the Aſſaults of Sin, the Provoca- 
tions of it, or che Judgments for it. But thus 
much of the Neceſſity and Advantage of the Du- 
ty of Humiliation in general, proceed we next to 

conlider, 

$ econdly, The particular End and Reaſons for 
our Exerciſe of it at this time. 

It is the Apoſtles Exhortation that Fn rs 3 
Sapplications be made for all Men, 4 0 for 
thofe that are in Authority, that under them we 
may lead quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Godli. 
eſs. and Honeſly, And we. arc. this Day call d 
upon to aſſiſt our moſt Religious and Gracious 
Soveraign in Her Supplications to the God of * 
Peace, that ſince it hath e d the Divine Provi- 

dence to give ſuch wonderful Succeſſes to Her _ 
C jeſty s 
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jeſty's Arms, and thoſe of her Allies, as have 


reduc'd the Common Enemy to the Condition of 


deſiring Peace; we may ſo make our Peace with 
Heaven, by the Sincerity of our Humiliation for 
all our paſt Offences, that we may reaſonably 
hope for the Continuance of the ſame Providen- 
tial Bleſſings both upon her Arms and Councils, 
till they iſſue in a Laſting and Honourable Peace. 

Peace, Unity, and Concord, are ſuch Bleſſings 
to a Nation, that where they are, there èannot 
well be any thing wanting to the compleat Hap- 
pineſs of the Publick ; they are the daily Subject 
of our Publick Prayers, and ought conſcquently 
to be the common Endcavour of us all, if we 
would love Life, if we would ſee Good Days, we muſt 
ſeek Peace and enſue it. 


This is the Character of the Good Man in the 


Text, and the Expreſſion is ſtrong and forcible, 


for the Word 4Awrxw here us'd has a double Im- 


port, it ſignifies both to purſue and perſecute, and 


ſeems to intimate that the Purſuit of ſuch a Bleſ- 
ſing as Peace is, may be ſufficient to juſtify even 
ſome kind of Violence forthe Accompliſhment of 
W ; | ES) „ - 
Tis true indeed a Juſt and Honourable War, 

ſuch as wc are at preſent engag d 1n, 1s not Evil in 


it ſelf, and therefore not to be accounted amongſt 


thoſe Judgments, which by our ſincere Humilia- 
tion we are to deprecate and avert. This is what 


Our 


tbe H 0 H ouſe of Commune, 


our Enemies have to fear, whoſe — 3 
injurious Encroachments have given us the Ho- 
nourable Occaſion of juſtly vindicating the'1 in⸗ 
jur'd Liberties of Mankind. 


For ſuch is the Prerogative of Soveraign "Ll > 


ces, that having no Superior upon Earth, no 
common Bar of Juſtice here, to decide and deter- 
mine the Diſputes and Quarrels which may ariſe 
amongſt them; the Sword alone, as being a kind 
of Appeal to the God of Hoſts, for the Juſtice 
of their Cauſe, is the only Court of Equity they 
can have. And this makes the Blood and Rapine 
of War, not only neceſſary for the Soldier but his 
Duty too, in defence of che Honour of his Prince 
and Country. 
This is the Cauſe we are engag'd i in, and I 
doubt not, tis the Juſtice of it jom'd with the 
Exemplary Piety of our Soveraign, that has gi- 
ven us ſo many fair Occafions of being thanktul 
for our great Succeſſes in it. But yet how Ho- 
nourable ſocver a Juſt War may be, a long pro- 
tracted War, though it reſts upon never ſo juſt a 
Baſis, may be well accounted a very ſevere Cala- 
mity to a Nation. For the neceſſary Expence 
both of Blood and Treaſure rcquir'd in One Year 
for the Support of ſuch an Univerſal and Extenſive 
War, is more than can b: naturally repair'd 1n the 
compaſs of Many; and therefore if cvery Year 
brings its Impoveriſpment along with it, the Pro- 
2 traction 
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prove the Gradual Decay into Utter Ruin. 

This ought to put us in mind of that Wiſe Pa- 
rable in the Goſpel, Lake xiv. 31. What King go. 
ing to make war againſt another King, ſitteth not down 
firſt and conſulteth, whether he be able with Ten 
Thouſand, to meet him that cometh againſt him with 
Twenty Thouſand, Or elſe while the other is yet 4 
great way off, he ſendeth an Embaſſage and qefireth 
Conditions of Peace. , + 

I would not be thought to offer this in deroga- 
on to, either the Juſtice of our Cauſe, or the 
Strength and Wealth of our Country: The cheer- 
ful and carly Duty this Honourable Body have al- 
ready paid their Soveraign, forbid the Thought 


of it. The Enemy has found, and if he conti- 
nues ſo, may ſtill find the Weight and Force of 


both. And therefore the Embaſſadors are ſent 
by Him. | 


When therefore we have the Honourable Op- 


portunity of accepting Terms, of giving Peace, 


we may ſecm to neglect the Great Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence for our good, if we do not honeſtly and 
fincerely join our Prayers and Supplications for a 


Bleſſing upon thoſe Councils which muſt remove 
from us the Calamities of War, and reſtore to 


us the Bleſſings of Peace. 

The Difference between them is confeſs d on all 
hands, the Calamity of War is what we have long 
groan d under, and is now become ſuch a Bur- 


then 


— ——-— — 
Dr. Altham's SERMON Before 
traction of it for many Years, muſt neceſſatily im- 


. —— — 
the Hon. Houſe of Commons. = 


then to us, that even Late Poſterity will find the 
Preſſure of it. Peace alone is the only Soveraign 
Remedy that can cure the Evil, nor will that it 
ſelf be able to ſurmount the Chronical Malig- 
nity, unleſs it be beth Honourable and La- 
ſting. ä 
Since therefore we are this Day call d up- 
on to make our peace with Heaven, in order 
to beg a Bleſſing upon Her Majeſty's Conſul- 
tations for this univerſally defir'd Peace upon 
Earth; let the Duty of the Day anſwer the 
Deſign of it; let our Humiliation be ſo honeſt 
and ſincere, as to correct in us whatever we 
have thus occaſion to be humbled for. Let 
us ſubdue thoſe Luſts which war in our 
Members, and cauſe Wars and Fightings 
among our -ſclves. Let all Diviſions and re- 
proachful Diſcriminations of Parties ceaſe among 
us. Let us not faſt ſor Strife and Contention, 
and then our United Prayers will aſcend to 
Heaven with greater Force. We may then 
the more reaſonably expect that the God of 
Peace will hear and aſſiſt us, and ſcatter 
thoſe, 1f any ſuch there be, who delight in 
War. | 
May we then ſo perform the preſent Du- - 
ty, that the God of Peace may accept it at our 
hands, may He ſo bleſs both Her Majeſty's 
Arms and Councils, with thoſe of her 1 2 
that 


and may He late reward her Piety with 
Everlaſting Peace hercafter. | 


